
Upper Cement Creek revised hot topic
Sabrina Forrest  to: Sonya Pennock, Jennifer Lane 09/20/2011 09:14 AM

From:

To:

Sabrina Forrest/R8/USEPA/US

Sonya Pennock/R8/USEPA/US, Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US

Sonya/Jennifer, Dan thought that perhaps this did not need to be a hot topic, however, since we had state
and federal reps from elected offices, and we may get some elevation from Kinross, I though a hot topic
appropriate.  Your thoughts on that and any editorial comments will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Sabrina Forrest
Site Assessment Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop Street, Mail Code: 8EPR-B
Denver, CO 80202-1129
Direct Ph: 303-312-6484
Toll Free:  1 800-227-8917, 312-6484
Fax: 303-312-6065
Agency Cell: 303-589-1286

E-mail:  forrest.sabrina@epa.gov

NOTICE:  The information contained in this e-mail is intended only for the use of the recipient(s) named
above.  This message and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information.  If the reader
is not the intended recipient or an agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you have
received this document in error and any review, dissemination, disclosure, distribution, use, or copying of the
contents of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify
me immediately by e-mail or telephone and destroy all copies of the original message and any attachments.


ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED/ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT/DELIBERATIVE PROCESS PRIVILEGED/ENFORCEMENT CONFIDENTIAL/DO NOT RELEASE UNDER FOIA

*SIGNIFICANT LOCAL CONCERNS VOICED REGARDING POTENTIAL NPL LISTING OF UPPER CEMENT CREEK:   During the week of September 12 – 16  the R8 NPL Coordinator, Community Involvement Coordinator, and CDPHE Superfund program representatives attended the Silverton Town Board and San Juan County Commissioners’ meetings to update them on recent EPA steps and activities related to possible inclusion of the Upper Cement Creek site on the NPL -the site is being considered for Listing based on impacts to Cement Creek and the Animas River from mine waste piles and uncontrolled mine discharges.   EPA also conducted community input sessions, met with business owners and elected officials and attended Animas River Stakeholders Group (ARSG) and Upper Cement Creek technical workgroup meetings.  Conversations throughout the week indicate that there are some who may support Listing; however, many Silverton and San Juan County residents and elected officials have unanswered questions and favor exploring a non-NPL approach.  EPA has been contacted by J. Paul Brown, Colorado State Representative in House District 59 and ARSG stakeholder meetings were attended by two of U.S. Congressman Scott Tipton’s staff.  The idea of a March 2012 NPL Proposal –which EPA has been working toward- was met with major concerns by local officials which may impact the state’s willingness to provide a Governor’s letter by the December 2011 deadline.   



Some community members favor developing a collaborative approach to address the Upper Cement Creek water quality issues and want EPA to continue to be part of the process.  Of note, a representative of the main potentially responsible party, Sunnyside Gold Corp, a wholly owned subsidiary of Canadian mining interest Kinross Gold Corp., indicated a willingness to participate in the collaborative process as long as Superfund Listing and enforcement are not involved.  County and Town officials would like to visit nearby communities with Superfund sites in October 2011 and conduct a forum with members from these Superfund communities in November 2011 or early 2012.  EPA is developing a factsheet/Q&A document for distribution and will hold additional public meetings throughout the fall.  The Region should be prepared if contacted by San Juan County/Silverton, BLM, Kin Ross, or elected officials. 

Contacts: Sabrina Forrest, NPL Coordinator, 312-6484; Jennifer Lane, CIC 312-6813




